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students — county records. The first three chapters of the study deal 
with the economic, legal, and social aspects of the institution of slavery, 
and present conclusions based on a critical and statistical study of a large 
quantity of detailed material. Then follow chapters of more general in- 
terest, although by no means more important, on "The slavery issue in 
politics and in the churches," "Senator Benton and slavery," and "Mis- 
souri and Kansas." The closing chapter treats of "Manumission, col- 
onization, and emancipation." 

One of the most valuable features of the book is an extensive critical 
bibliography covering twelve pages of small type. The material listed 
includes archives and other manuscript collections ; state and federal doc- 
uments; contemporary pamphlets, reports, memoirs, and travels; news- 
papers ; and secondary works. The location of manuscript material and 
of newspaper files is indicated in each case, and it is to be regretted that 
the same practice was not followed for the rare books and pamphlets. 
Serious gaps in the files of archival materials listed would indicate that 
Missouri has been as careless as most of the other states about the pres- 
ervation of public records. Only Missouri newspapers are listed, al- 
though it is certain that much valuable material on the subject could 
have been found in files of the early papers of Kaskaskia and Edwards- 
ville, Illinois. A few slips in the bibliography have been noted, as where 
"Father John Clark" appears as the author of A memoir by "an old 
pioneer," although in fact he was the subject of the book, the author be- 
ing Eev. John Mason Peck. 

So excellent a monograph, presenting, as it does, a mass of detailed in- 
formation, deserves a more adequate index. It is worthy of note, how- 
ever, that the Johns Hopkins University studies are now indexed sep- 
arately instead of by volumes, each number being complete in itself. 
Another step in advance would be to give up the practice of grouping 
the Studies into volumes and to assign them consecutive serial numbers. 

Solon J. Buck 

The Indians of the Pike's peak region; including an account of the battle 
of Sand creek, and of occurrences in El Paso county, Colorado, 
during the war with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, in 1864 
and 1868. By Irving Howbert. (New York: The Knicker- 
bocker Press, 1914. 230 p. $1.35) 
The title of this interesting book is somewhat misleading. Though the 
first two chapters contain a brief sketch of the customs of the principal 
Indian tribes formerly inhabiting what is now the state of Colorado, the 
remaining five chapters deal with the Indian troubles in the region about 
Pike's peak between 1864 and 1868. This latter is the valuable portion 
of the book, containing as it does the recollections of a participant in the 
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various episodes described. Of this section the greater part is devoted 
to an account of the events surrounding the battle or massacre of Sand 
creek and to a vigorous defense of the action of Colonel Chivington and 
the Third Colorado cavalry. In the final chapter are reminiscences of 
the Indian troubles of the year 1868 in the district about Colorado City. 
Concerning few events in the history of Colorado is there as much dis- 
pute as there is over the so-called massacre of the Cheyenne and other 
Indians at Sand creek in November, 1864. It was and is maintained 
that the attack was unjustifiable and that the conduct of the Third Colo- 
rado was barbarous. In rebuttal Mr. Howbert, a member of the regi- 
ment, presents in a very clear-cut fashion the case of the Colorado 
pioneer. He justifies the attack on the score of the previous Indian 
troubles and the necessity of punishing the Indians to insure the future 
safety of the settlers. He denies, seemingly with justice, that the In- 
dians were under the protection of Fort Lyon. In answer to the stories 
of revolting brutality he relates his experiences during the battle, in the 
course of which he did not witness any such acts, though he saw ' ' a num- 
ber of dead Indians whose scalps had been taken, and among them a few 
squaws." One of his statements is emphatic (p. Ill) : "I never saw 
any one deliberately shoot at a squaw, nor do I believe that any children 
were intentionally killed. ' ' The evidence of so competent an eyewitness, 
even though it is presented fifty years after the event, can hardly be 
neglected in the history of the frontier strife with the Indians. The real 
difficulty lies in the reader's desire entirely to exculpate the settlers at 
once after reading such a convincing narrative. 

James F. Willaed 

Letters of a woman homesteader. By Elinore Pruitt Stewart. (Boston 
and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1914. 282 p. 
$1.25) 
The title of this interesting little volume gives the reader only a slight 
suggestion of its real character. It is true that the book is a series of let- 
ters written by a young woman who, tired of the struggle to make a living 
for herself and child in Denver, has taken up a claim in southwestern 
"Wyoming in the hope of bettering her condition. But if one expects to 
find only the prosaic chronicle of the everyday life of a homesteader he 
will be pleasantly surprised for the author has the happy faculty of ar- 
raying even the most commonplace events in clothing which makes them 
extremely attractive. Her breezy descriptions are sure to arouse interest, 
and a genuine love of nature has given her the power to appreciate and 
portray the majesty of the mountains, the wonders of the sunrise and 
sunset, and the cool silence of the great pine forests in a way which will 
appeal to all who love the out-of-doors. 



